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DLM Contact Information  
 
 

To Contact Karen Parsons, Volunteer Coordinator:  
 

The Best Way  --  e-mail at the Museum:    DLMuseum@gmail.com 
Or -   call KarenÐo _ahh :  724 -444 -4784  

 

If you can not come on your scheduled day, please let Karen know at least a day in advance.  Thank you!  
 
 

 

To check event schedules and get details about events, please visit: 

 www.DLMuseum.org  
 

 
 

To check the work schedule, please visit: 

www.DLMuseum.org  
 

o Scroll down to bottom  
o Cclick on the Logo in the lower left corner.  
o Xkq sehh oaa øUkhqjpaano O]ca 

o Bhe_g kj øNjheja L]opan B]haj`]n÷ 
o Bhe_g kj pda `aoena` `]u, pdaj _he_g øikna `ap]eho÷ 
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InterpretanÐo 
Guide 

  

(Revised 2019) 

The Mission of the Depreciation Lands Museum: 
 

øSk Onaoanra ]j` Hjpanlnap pda deopknu kb pda 
Calna_e]pekj K]j`o ]j` G]ilpkj Sksjodel÷ 
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On Being an Interpreter 
 
 

Why are Interpreters so important? 
Our goal is to make history come alive. We aim to create an atmosphere where our visitors will feel they 

have walked into the 18 th century settlement of Talley Cavey. Interpreters, wearing 18th century dress, engaged in 

period appropriate activities turn history into something real.  Buildings and arti facts are dry, flat objects.  We 
have found that the average person can not envision how they could be used or how people lived in this 
environment.  This is our chance to engage our visitors and bring history to life!   

 

Who may become an Interpreter? 
-  Any adult or teen, age 14 and older, with an interest in making history come alive! 

-  A family with children of any age who wish to present family life  in an historical context . 
 

 

What are  Interpreters expected to do ? 
- Be available to work  Sunday afternoons (preferably 2-3 Sundays per month) during the Season May thru  
  October 

 -The museum is open 1pm Í 4pm.  Please plan to arrive by 12:45pm. Check in with the leader  
 when you arrive & leave. Everyone is asked to help sweep and tidy the building they are in.  

 
- All communication is via e -mail with the Volunteer Coordinator.  Scheduling is done on a monthly basis.  
 Teens as well as adults must respond on their own behalf. 

 
- Be available to help with Special Events Í see Museum Calendar of Events Í and Village Clean-up Days 
 

- Always come dressed in correct period clothing. (There is clothing to borrow if you have a need when you are 
 first starting ). You should plan to  acquire your own wardrobe by the end of the first season. Note that 

 you will always need to provide your own 18 th c stockings and cap. 
 
- Be engaged in period appropriate tasks while the museum is open (see Ideas page for  suggestions). The goal is 

 to make it look  like you live and belong here.  (More about how to do this , in the sections that follow)  
 
-It is expected that you will p ursue self-directed research into your area of historical interest. 

 
 

How do you become an Interpreter? 
 After an initial t raining class, you will become an Apprentice Interpreter.  Apprentices work under the 

guidance of another Interpreter.  As your skills develop, you will graduate to being an independent Interpreter.  
The period of time for this varies from person to person . 

 Adults and teens, 16 years and older, may become qualified to cook and work around fire.  This usually 
involves taking at least one of the cooking classes offered at DLM, and an additional apprenticeship. 
 Persons who wish to demonstrate firearms or blacksmithing must also be at least 16 years old, and 

approved by DLM staff.  
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Who are You? 
 An Interpreter shows visitors something about the life of one person in this newly settled area in the year 
1792.   Therefore, you need to envision who you would have been, if you had lived in this area in the late 18th 
century.  This will help you to determine what to wear, and what activities to demonstrate.  You may not be 
at]_phu pda o]ia ølanokj÷ a]_d saag, `alaj`ing on which building you are staffing.  Most of our early settlers 
were of Scot-Irish Heritage, and members of the Covenanter Church.   
 

Wherever you are, you  need to create the impression of a person who belongs there. Think of who you 
logically might ha ve been.  For example, if you are in the school, you might be a teacher, a student, or a parent 
of a student.  In the cabin, you might be a resident of the cabin or a visitor.   In the blacksmith shop you are 

either the village blacksmith, apprentice or a customer.  In the Mercantile, obviously, you are the shop keeper or 
a customer. In the Covenanter building and the Workshop, you are a craftsperson or a customer.   You might 
even be a visiting hunter/trapper or an Indian. 

 

At all times you MUST have a period appropriate story for why you are engaged in your activity.  Why 
are you carding wool?  Making pegs?  Cooking a meal?  Minding the  garden? Setting up a camp? How does 
your current task fit into life in this area which soon would be known as Talley Cavey? 

 

Peppering your speech with  a few 18th century words or phrases enriches your presentation.  See the 
following pages for suggestions.  Try simply replacing your 21 st century greetings with a period greeting and be 

amazed how quickly your visitor is drawn into the 18 th century. 
 

As you work  to determine your historical character, consider these questions:  
 

- Are you recreating a real person, or a fictional person? 

- What is your  name?  How would you like to be addressed? 
- How old are you?  Where were you born? 

- How did you get to our area? 
- Where do you currently live? 
- Are you Married/Widowed/Single? 

- Do you have any Children? How old are they? Where are they? 
- What is your Occupation? 
- Do you have any Education?  What specialized skills or knowledge do you have? 

-What are your religious beliefs? (most of our earliest settlers were Covenanters) 
-Political beliefs? 

-What clothing, tools, material objects do you have? 
- How do you speak?  
-What are your dreams and aspirations in life?  How do you expect to achieve them? 
-What struggles and successes have you had in your life?  
 
-Lastly, but very importantly, think why you are in Talley Cavey today.  Do you live he re? Work here? 

 Are you visiting someone?  Stopping by to lay  in supplies? 
 

Talley Cavey settlers  are dedicated to sharing their skills and knowledge.  If you want to learn how to 
do something, just ask.  But we also encourage and expect you to engage in your own personal research to 
develop your skills, knowledge and persona.  Take advantage of the extensive library at DLM.  Volunteers who 

are DLM Members may check books out of the library.  Stop in any time the office or library is open, and 
peruse the library catalog on-line at:       www.libr arything.com/catalog/DLMuseum  
 
 Your 18 th century persona will develop over time.  Enjoy the journey into historical life!   

http://www.librarything.com/catalog/DLMuseum
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Some Ideas for  Demonstrations & Period Appropriate Activities  
 Note: you will need to bring your own materials for many activities 
 
-Cooking:  open hearth /baking in bake oven  (after completing the appropriate cooking class) 
- spinning , either with  wheel or drop spindle  

-weaving 
-sewing of period garment or household item 
-embroidery & beading Í cross stitch samplers, crewelwork, canvas work 

-knitting  (not crochet, which is a Victorian art)  
-quilting  

-candle making 
- basketry 
- laundry 

- cleaning house 
- making soap 
 -period style drawing 

-penmanship with nib pen (ie, writing letters or a composition, accounts, or just pr acticing!) 
- pen making 

-story telling 
- period conversation, within your   historical characters 
- studying Í ie botany, languages, maps 
-games:  

-graces 

 -tops 
 -marbles, clay   
 - dolls 

- ball and cup 

- fish in a puddle 
- ^hej` i]jÐo ^hqbb 
- cards 

-  draughts  or checkers 

-  quoits 
 
 

 
- become familiar with the period textbooks (carefully!!)  
-talk about early schooling from the point of view of your character Í teacher, student, parent 

-music - instrumental or vocal 
-wood crafts, including whittling  

- broom making  
-blacksmithing, ie hooks, nails, toasting forks  
- metal casting/silver smith 
- button making Í ie horn buttons , wooden buttons, thread buttons  
 -leatherwork, i.e. moccasins 
-splitting wood  

 - cleaning or making tools 
-gardening 

- make  a military or civilian camp  
- be engaged in activities of a hunter or trapper 
-demonstrate fire starting 

-discuss and demonstrate the workings, care & use of a flintlock 
- making, repairing fishing equipment  
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18 th c Century vocabulary: 
(from Embodying the Story through Character Interpretation  by Darci L Tucker, used by gracious permission) 
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Period  Appropriate Clothing for Settlers of the Depreciation Lands 
 
How to Dress as a Settler, a step by step for Women and Girls : 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

 

#1 Í Shift   
 

This is the  innermost layer, for all 

females, young and old. It worn day and 
night.  

 
It should be made of white linen (  you 
may substitute a white peasant blouse) 

1 

2  
#2 Í Stockings, Stays and Pockets 

 
Pull on Knee length or over the knee stockings,  

which are white or dark cotton or wool .  Modern 

knee socks are fine. 
 

Over the shift, you wear Stays or Jumps . While 

not absolutely essential, they should  be acquired 
as soon as possible.  Note stays and jumps are 

undergarments. 
 

Tie your Pockets  on at your waist. They are 

made of linen or cotton  

        Note Í obvious make-up is inappropriate. No nail polish.  No visible tattoos. Wrist 

watches and most jewelry is also inappropriate.  No sunglasses.  No cellphones.   
DLM allows these anachronisms:  modern eyeglasses, hearing aides, corrective shoes. 
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#3 Í Petticoat & Shortgown  

 
The Petticoat goes on next. It is a full 

drawstring or pleated skirt, mid calf to floor 

length. 
 

The Short gown  or slightly longer and looser 

Bed jacket, is like a jacket. Both are fastened 
with straight pins, and may be a fitted or 

unfitted garment.. 
 

As your wardrobe grows, you may wish to add  

a Gown , which is worn over the petticoat 
instead of a shortgown or Bed jacket. 

 

All of these garments should be made of plain, 
stripe or  plaid linen, wool or cotton . 

 
#4 Í the Last Very Necessary Bits 

 
Tie on your  Apron , made of plain, stripe or plaid 

linen or cotton  
 

Tuck your  Kerchief around your  neck and into the 

bnkjp kb ukqn odknpcksj. Sdeo eo ] 30÷ omq]na kb beja 
linen, cotton  or silk.  It is o ften white, but  may be 

plaid, stripe or a solid color . 

 
All females wear a white linen Cap at all times. 

 
Your Hair  should be  pulled back under your cap.  

Pin bangs back. 

 
Shoes  may be  mules or colonial style with buckles 
or ties, or plain center seam moccasins (please, no 

tennis shoes!)   Plain dark shoes are fine to get 
started. 

 
You are ready to join the residents of Talley Cavey in 

the 18 th century! 

3 

4 

This is how you should look 
when you are finished ! 






































































